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ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 EA-07 ISO-OO SAJ-01 10-10 PM-04 NSC-05 SP-02 

SS-15 CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-01 USIA-06 

PRS-01 /072W 

108851 

R 051038Z SEP 75 
FM AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 869 
INFO COMUSMACHTHAI BANGKOK 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 

CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 18721 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, TH, UR 

SUBJECT: INVITATION TO SOVIET FOREIGN MINISTER 
GROMYKO TO VISIT THAILAND 

REF: BANGKOK 18603 

1. SOVIET AMBASSADOR TO THAILAND ILYICHEV HAS 
COMMENTED TO SEVERAL OF HIS DIPLOMATIC COLLEAGUES 
THAT FOREIGN MINISTER CHATCHAI'S ANNOUNCEMENT OF 
THAI INVITATION TO FOREIGN MINISTER GROMYKO TO 
VISIT THAILAND (REFTEL) HAD BEEN COMPLETE SURPRISE 
TO SOVIET EMBASSY. 

2. COMMENT: THIS EMBASSY WOULD WELCOME ANY COMMENT 
FROM EMBASSY MOSCOW ON WHETHER, DISPITE LACK OF 
ADVANCE NOTICE TO SOVIETS, THAI INVITATION MIGHT 

BE WELCOME TO SOVIETS. WE UNDERSTAND THAT NUMBER 
OF SOVIET AMBASSADORS IN EAST ASIA HAVE BEEN PRESSING 
ON THEIR DIPLOMATIC COLLEAGUES UTILITY OF HOLDING 
CONFERENCE ON SECURITY AND COOPERATION IS ASIA, 
PRESUMABLY UNDER SOVIET AUSPICES, TO PARALLEL 
CSCE RECENTLY HELD IN HELSINKI. GROMYKO VISIT 
TO THAILAND MIGHT PROVIDE USEFUL PEG FOR FURTHER 
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PROMOTION OF CSCA IF, INDEED, THIS IS SUBJECT 
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SOVIETS ARE REALLY INTERESTED IN. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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